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.efer to them in order to shew th,, 
teachers should select the.r hymns, hymns that mean son,* 

thing- and that something— good. 

Hymns for children need not necessarily be all children’e 
hymns. In fact, I think only a few should be such. SureH 
at a time when in our elementary schools great pains are 
taken to select really good pieces of poetry from our best 
authors for the children s recitations, it is not too much to 
expect those to whom our children s religious instruction in 
Sunday Schools and elsewhere is entrusted, to teach them 
some of the grand and noble hymns which we all love and 
o 4 1 ■rv-i 1 T o-f" 1 sucIt. 3.S 


“When I survey the wondrous Cross.” — Watts. 

“Come let us join our tuneful songs.” — Watts. 

“Through the day Thy love has spared us.” — Ketty. 

“ To-morrow, Lord, is Thine.” — Doddridge. 

“From Greenland’s icy mountains.” — Hcber. 

“ Our blest Redeemer, ere He breathed.” — Harriet Auber. 
“ I heard the voice of Jesus say.” — Bonar. 

“Oh ! Jesu, Thou art standing.” — Bishop How. 

Andjf they would sing of Heaven, let them sing — 

“There is a land of pure delight.” — Watts. 

‘‘There is a blessed home.” — Sir H, Baker. 

“ The Head that once was crowned with thorns.” — Kelly. 


ihese and a hundred others, with hymns which speak of th 
Incarnation, Passion and Resurrection of our blessed Lord 
will do far more for the moral and spiritual good of childrei 
than the feeble meaningless ditties of which I have spoken. 

Perhaps enough has been said to shew how Christiai 
teachers in all ages have valued this means of impartinj 
Christian truth to the young. 

Let me therefore urge on teachers to make the best use o 
goo hymns in their all-important and sacred work. Th< 
n so children are often strangely retentive, and, it 

niany an example, that verses of a hyni' 
, been learnt in childhood and which has H’’ 

b may be that they will flash out at som* 
timpTf darkened mind, and prove a strength m - 

of death"''''^^^ weakness, and even a comfort in the hou 


OUR WORK. 

House of Education. -\Nor\s goes on vigorously and cheerfully. We 
have a larger class of second-year students than ever before and we have 
certainly not before had a more intelligent and able class. We hope to be 
better prepared next Christmas, in the way of numbers, to meet the 
demand for our students. 


‘‘Parents Review” School, Examiner’s Report, December, 1897. 


Bible Lessons . papers gain full marks than last year, and a 
greater proportion decline the examination. Most of the papers, however, 
are well done, and the better papers show improvement in a most vital 
point — the application of Christian truth to daily life. 

Latin . — Only a small proportion of the children have taken this subject 
— but these clearly show improvement on previous years. 

Flistorical Subjects . — These are again exceedingly well done — but as 
last year, there is still a tendency to be too discursive. 

Geography . — This subject has been only fairly well done. About 7 X of the 
whole papers receive full marks, whilst about 15 X fail to obtain half-marks. 
"J'he few maps drawn are of only slight merit. A more systematic use of 
niap-drawung whilst teaching might perhaps make the subject more 
attractive, especially topography. 

Natural History.— This subject is again very well done. A large 
proportion gain full marks. 

Writing and Dictation again show marked improvement. And this is 
manifest -in the writing— not only in the special copy writing but in the 


capers generally. 

English Crawwar.— Whilst there are a fair number of papers that show 
hat this subject has been treated as a real mental discipline-there is too 
arge a proportion of the papers that are of little educational value. The 
vork done is painfully manifest as guess-work, and the subject m many 
:ases can scarcely have received the attention that its value as a menta 
raining deserves The improvement noted last year has not been 

^^TrTtTmetic.-h very large proportion obtain 
md II. The weak polm is .hat so fe.v in .C'*”'* 

itandard. The mechanical the 

iccuracy, and the neatness of the paper & y 

iolutions offered of the Composition, 

The other subjects taken (as Frenc , > standard reached 

«otany. etc.) do not call for any special remark-the standard 


Parents' Review School.— \^ou\ A members 
should not be made with examination papers, 
the Secretary until they have passed througi 


kindly note that enclosures 
as the papers do not reach 
the Examiner’s hands and 


books. 


VJZ ; 

unacknowledged. Ex 

hence an enclosur e postage for the same, 

papers will be re next 

examination ^ course -The Principal is sorry that owing to K 

Mothers td papers is being delayed. ^ *'®r 

illness the has been fixed to commence on May mth 

„.i,| be continued »" f Hon. E. Lyttelton, on ' ■ Thl IT"*' 

tiHHrpss will be given by ^ev. j , n j^e Relation 

Beteen Physical and Moral Training, on Wednesday evening, May i.th 

Ser details will be announced as soon as possible. Local Secretades 

are specially requested to note these dates, bee advertisement, page 

Natural History Club, January', i8g8.— Ihe following arrangements 
have been made. The fee for membership will now be 21. kd. Members 
will receive a syllabus of a course of reading on Natural History, recom- 
mended for adults and for children, and suggestions as to collections for 
the Exhibition. The privilege of exhibiting, and of receiving the criticisms 
on the exhibits, will in future be limited to members of the Central and 
of Branch Natural History Clubs. The Exhibition will be held during 
the time of the Conference. 

Courses of back Letters (by Mr. Rowbotham) on Botany, Geology, 
Lessons from our Walks, Natural History, etc., can now' be had from 
Miss Blogg, at reduced prices. Letters issued in 1895 and 1896, 5 J. the 

!•£?£» • T xafforc icciii:»H in 9c 


BOOKS. 

Herhartian Psychology, bemg a series of essays applying the 
Psychology of Johann Friedrich Her hart, by John Adams, Rector 
of the Free Church Training College, Aberdeen (^Isbister, 3/6). Mr. Adams 
kindly offers us a key to his book on the title-page in the following 

quotation from George Eliot : — “ I say nothing against Mr. ’s theor}. 

If we are to have one regimen for all minds, his seems to me as good as 
any other. Mr. Adams is not a rabid Herbartian. He does not take 
imself or his subject too seriously. He even permits himself to laugh in 
iss eeve at that blessed word Psychology, which means many things to many 
rnen, and has a somewhat new meaning for every psychologist who instructs 
all ^ this the less if we were taken into confidence ^n 

anowed to perceive that the whole of the so-called science is-tentative, tha 

no e^rh the dark, after definite principles- B 

of ' an P offers us the dry bones and the trying termmo 

writers of the various treatises upon app 

anythinv^ft • ^ always perceive that in so far as psychology 
conseque'ncp'^ ^ outcome of a complete the 

P«l« a“T f T' 'T 

Wucation LccorJna ‘T?" proap«P‘“® ' “ g'jgcati»“ 

S to Froebel and Herbert Spencer, or 


books. 
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according to Froebel and Herbart. is offereH t,, ' — 

to have the sanction of names however little they S 

content such and such a name implies For intellectual 

some and genial as this of McAdams is 

whole matter is put simply enough and amusin Jl acceptable. The 

the “unlearned and ignorant’’ of psvcholoaf ^1^"°”^ to be relished by 

H ai? the bringing up of children, it certainly affords a 

subject. Almost every characteristic utterance of a great educationist,’’ 
says Mr Adams, “can be matched by its contradiction in the work of 
some other great educationist. Nor does this state of affairs mark the 
dark ages of our subject. At the present moment our professional organs 
teem with quarrels about the merits of conflicting systems of teaching 
various subjects, while the two most powerful general systems of education 
—the Froebelian and the Herbartian— are built upon opposing philo- 
sophical principles. The second chapter contains a review of Psy chologies, 
introduced by a humourous disquisition on a sentence from the Latin 
rudiments. ** Verbs of teaching govern two accusatives, one of the person, 
another of the thing, as Magister Johannem Latinam docuit. The 
master taught John Latin.” Hitherto it was enough for the master to 
know Latin, now it is required of him to know something of John also, and 
“unfortunately,” says Mr. Adams, “the science that looks after John 
labours under a formidable name and a bad reputation ; the very look of 
the word Psychology with its superflous ‘ p ’ has done something to render 
it unpopular.” Granting that “psychology is the study of the soul of 
John,” the question is how are \ve to study him, and here Mr. Adams 
helps us with a wise remark. “ At the very ihreshold of our study it is well 
to give up all hope of help in this study from John himself .... as soon 
as he knows himself to be under observation, John ceases to be himself. 

A great deal of careful observation of children has been recorded, but the 
general value of such observations has confessedly yet to be established. 
There is an effort to obtain some accurate results by Anthropometric 
Registration, in which all the important measurements of a child s body are 
accurately and regularly recorded There is an algometer to measure a 
child’s ability to^stand pain and there is a plethismograph to test his 
emotional sensibilitv. If it were possible to apply all these instruments 
universally, it is conceivable that some fairly sound if mechanical theory ol 
Psychology might be arrived at. But, as long as every t n i ers rom 
every other even in his thumb-mark, one regards these educationa labours 
with more respect than hope. Mr. Adams ventures to treat 
with a free hand. “ There are,” he says, “ Psychologies and I^sycholo^^^^^^^ 
and some are better suited to our purpose than ot lers. ^ 

true and living Psychology before wh^ the rest mus^ 
meantime it has not made good its claims. . . 


Fiupose 10 treat me vanuua ^ c^iprt that 

— which after all is probably not far from tie ru i , ,, 

school which promises to be most useful m meeting dibcussion 

these boldly eclectic principles that the author appr t 


